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January 20, 2010  
 

Metro Omaha Softball Umpires: Expectations for 2010 continue to grow  
 
Welcome to the 2010 season!  We continue to make great strides in our umpire program and, 
as we do, the expectation levels regarding appearance and performance also continue to 
increase each year.           
 
So our basic message to MOS umpires for 2010 remains the same—we will expect you to take 
pride in what you do, be prepared at all times, conduct yourself professionally and be 
accountable for your attitude and your performance.  It's all about serving YOUR customer, 
which is every team, player, parent and sponsor.  
  
That being said, the message should be clear: umpires who are unwilling to conform to what is 
expected of them can expect a short season.  
 
We have provided you with sufficient time to arrange your schedules to attend the upcoming 
training sessions.  Umpires that do not attend the correct number of clinics, AND complete the 
local rules test by the posted deadline, will not be assigned games during the first session of the 
summer.   
 
Bob Hawkinson will once again serve Metro Omaha Softball as our Umpire in Chief.  Hawk’s 
continued devotion to MOS—and the sport of softball—are inspirational and very much 
appreciated.  Rich Saighman will continue as our assistant UIC and will assist Hawk in a variety 
of duties.  Mike Bargo is our new umpire supervisor and will be your main contact when calling 
the office. 
 
In 2010, one of our top priorities is to evaluate each of our umpires at least one (1) time.  A 
committee of evaluators with many years of experience—locally, regional and nationally—will 
handle the observations of your work.     
 
Meanwhile, we welcome all returning and new umpires to the Metro Omaha Softball program.  
We hope you will continue to make a commitment to take your umpiring skills to the next level.   
 
 
Yours in softball, 
 
Bob Knudson, Director  
 
 
 
 



 

     2010 Umpire News and Notes 
 
 
UMPIRE REGISTRATION  

 
• HOW TO REGISTER – Umpires can register in person at the Metro Omaha Softball office at 1606 S. 50Thu St. or 

by mail.  ALL REGISTRATION MATERIAL IS ALSO AVAILABLE—AND CAN BE DOWNLOADED—on our WEBSITE.  
Regardless, please make sure to thoroughly complete the registration form.   

• REGISTRATION DEADLINE – For all returning umpires (those who worked league play in 2009) is 
March 13.  There will be a $5.00 late fee if you register after that time.  New umpires or umpires 
moving in from out of town may register at any time without a late fee.    

• UMPIRE UPDATES ON THE "WEB" – All other umpire information will be available on our website, 
www.metroomahasoftball.com.  We will also update the website as needed throughout the season. 

 
REGISTRATION FEES  
 
Since all Metro Omaha Softball leagues in 2009 will again follow the ASA rulebook (with a few minor exceptions), 
your base registration fee includes a registration with The ASA.  Metro Omaha Softball and ASA fee 
for 2010: $90.  Make all checks payable to Metro Omaha Softball LLC 
 
 

 CLINIC SCHEDULE FOR 2010 – All Day Session at Crown Plaza Hotel on March 13 
 
Our annual all-day clinic has been changed this year.  There will be a Part A & Part B.  ALL umpires will 
be required to attend Part A.  MOS umpires with 3 years or less experience will be required to attend 
BOTH Part A & B. The Clinic will be in the Regency Ballroom. Crown Plaza Hotel  is located at 655 North 
108th Ave. 
 
Registration-8:30-9:00am Part A(All Umpires) 9:00am-12:30pm Lunch-1 Hour(on your own)   
 
Part B 1:30-4:30pm(New Umpires and Umpires with 3 or less years experience) 
     
 Follow Up Clinics – Umpires unable to attend the March 13 clinic MUST attend the two (2) indoor clinics that will 
be held at the Ultimate Baseball Academy, 4225 S. 121st Plaza (one block west, then one block north of the 
intersection at 120th & I). Meeting room on 2nd level.  All sessions will be 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.  Those dates are:   
 
• Tuesday March 16—Session A                 • Thursday March 18—Session B  

 
 OUTDOOR "MECHANICS" CLINICS  
 
Umpires with three (3) or less years of experience will be required to attend two of the outside clinics.  All other 
umpires will be required to attend one (1) session. Umpires are required to be in Uniform for the outdoor 
clinics. 
 
Date:  Tuesday, March 30  6:30-8:30p.m.  Seymour Smith (no teams)   
Date: Rain Date   Wednesday, March 31 6:30-8:30 p.m.   Seymour Complex (no teams) 
Date:       Thursday, April 1             6:30-8:30 p.m.             Kelley Smith (no teams) 
Date: Rain Date   Monday, April 5            6:30-8:30 p.m.             Kelley Complex (no teams) 
Date:   Wednesday April 14 6:30-8:30 p.m.   Seymour Smith (slow pitch teams) 
Date:  Thursday April 15  6:30-8:30 p.m.   Kelley Complex  
 
Again, we have provided plenty of time for you to arrange your schedule to attend the required clinics.  If you are 
unable to attend any of the scheduled clinics, you will NOT be scheduled for the first six (6) weeks of the season. 
You will be allowed to work as a replacement umpire.   
 
 
Outdoor clinics – If there is inclement weather , call the MOS weather line—991-4026.   
 
 



 
 
Umpire Schedules and Assignments  
 
• League schedules for Metro Omaha Softball umpires will be completed by Bob Hawkinson in conjunction with the 

Softball Office.   
• If you need to "cancel out" of a game assignment Monday-Friday, contact the softball office.  DO 

NOT, REPEAT, DO NOT, FIND YOUR OWN REPLACEMENT.  You should do everything possible to give 24 
hours notice that you will not be able to work your assigned games.  You are aware that it is very, very difficult 
to find replacement umpires when you make a same day cancellation.  ONLY ON WEEKENDS, WHEN THE 
BUSINESS OFFICE IS CLOSED, WILL YOU BE EXPECTED TO FIND YOUR OWN REPLACEMENT.  This 
rule does not apply, however, to tournament assignments made by Metro Omaha Softball.. 

• Again IN 2010 –  Metro Omaha Softball will NOT assign you to work more than 5 games in one day 
• Again IN 2010 CONCERNING WEEKEND ASSIGHMENTS– IF YOU WORK A TOURNAMENT DURING 

THE DAY ON SUNDAY, THEN DO NOT WORK SUNDAY NIGHT LEAGUE PLAY. 
• New in 2010- Umpires that cancel game assignments after 4:00pm the same day more than 2 

times  will be fined $10 for each additional canceled assignment after 4:00pm. Payment is due 
within 5 business days or the remainder of your schedule will be pulled until payment is received. 

 
Missing Assignments or Working Solo – IMPORTANT MESSAGE  
 
• In 2009, there continued to be many missed assignments without notice.  We understand emergencies occur 

and unavoidable conflicts happen at the last minute.  However, the Softball Office should be notified in some 
manner.  In 2010, the following rules will be enforced with regard for missed assignments without 
notification and Finding Your Own Replacements Monday-Friday: 

 
 1st occurrence – Probation for the rest of the season 
 2nd occurrence – One month suspension  
 3rd occurrence – Suspension for the season  
     
• Working “solo” – a)  If you are assigned a partner and he/she does not show, the office must be contacted; b)  

If you are late for your assignment and the first inning has been completed, DO NOT expect to be paid if you go 
on the field to work.    

•   
 
A Guide to Canceling Games in Progress Due to Lightning and/or Rain  
 
The weather is the single most unpredictable factor affecting any softball season.  Metro Omaha Softball umpires will 
use the following criteria for canceling games in progress as taken from Appendix D of the NCAA rule book and as 
recommended by the National Severe Storms Laboratory (NSSL): 
 
"Thunder always accompanies lightning, even though its audible range can be diminished because of background 
noise … The current recommendation of the NSSL is to consider terminating play when the lightning is six miles away 
("flash-to-bang" time of 30 seconds or less).  This … was developed as a practical way to make a judgment in 
situations where other resources … are not available." 
 
Umpire Pay on Games Called Due to Rain or Other Threatening Weather 
 
If thee (3) complete innings OR one-half the time limit have been completed, the umpire is entitled to keep the game 
fees.  If the umpire works less than three (3) complete innings OR less than one half of the time limit, the game fees 
will be returned.  In this situation, IF both teams involved agree to re-schedule the game, umpires will be paid a full 
game fee. 
  
REMINDER FOR 2010!! – Complete the Test! 
 
In 2010, NO umpire will be scheduled to work games until they have completed the Metro Omaha 
Softball Rules Test.  This test MUST be turned in to the office—either in person or by mail OR FAX —by 
April 1.  The test will include questions concerning ASA rules and MOS league play.   You must achieve 
a score of 80 per cent or better to receive assignments.  If you do not achieve a score of 80 percent, 
you will be allowed to re-take the test one time.  If you still do not achieve an 80 percent score, you 
will not assigned any games and will receive a refund of your registration fee.   
 
 



 
   

             Metro Omaha Softball 
2010 Umpire League Uniform 

 
 
• Hats (required for male umpires)  Navy Blue  fitted or Mesh  ASA Logo or plain  
• Shirts                                    Powder Blue or Navy polo pullover         ASA logo or plain   

                                                       (Partners Must Wear Matching Shirts) 
• T-shirts (worn under)   Optional            White only-cannot be long-sleeve 
• Jacket     Navy Blue    ASA logo or plain 
• Hooded sweatshirt   Navy Blue preferred / Gray will be allowed  
• Pants     Slow Pitch – Navy Blue   Fast Pitch – Gray  
• Shorts  

Slow Pitch – Navy Blue           Fast Pitch (optional when working bases only) - Navy Blue or Gray  
• Socks     Black or Navy Blue with pants  White crew with shorts  
• Ball Bag     Navy for slow pitch          Navy or Gray for fast pitch 
• Plate Brush   Required 
• Indicator     Required 
• Mask     Required for Fast Pitch 
• Shoes - Belts   Black - shoe logo allowed but NO striping  
• Turtle Necks    White/Navy Blue/Powder Blue worn with jacket  

 
 

 
ACCEPTABLE SHORTS IN 2010  
 
The ONLY acceptable style of shorts (for slow and fast pitch play) will be a “coaches’ ” type short or any 
polyester-material short with belt loops.  “Basketball style” nylon/silk fabric shorts, “cargo style” shorts 
OR pants with side pockets; “Bermuda style” shorts; blue denim shorts/pants of any type/style ARE 
UNACCEPTABLE. 
 
 
 
NOTES ON UNIFORM FOR 2010: 
 

1)  IF WE OBSERVE YOU WORKING A GAME AND WEARING ANY CLOTHING THAT DOES 
NOT MEET OUR UNIFORM STANDARDS, YOU WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE PARK.   
The following rules will be enforced with regard for being out of UNIFORM. 
 

                          1st occurrence – Probation 
               2nd occurrence – One month suspension  

 3rd occurrence – Suspension for the season 
 

2) During particularly cold weather, stocking caps, gloves and other clothing may be used to keep 
warm.  Just look as "official" as possible.  HOWEVER, DO NOT WEAR A LONG SLEEVE 
SHIRT UNDER YOUR SHORT UMPIRE SHIRT. Wear a jacket instead.   
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2010 Umpire Registration form 

 
Name ____________________________________ Address ________________________________________ 
 
City _______________ State _______ Zip Code ________ Home Phone ____________________    
 
Work Phone/Ext.  _________________    Cell Phone _____________________   FAX Phone ________________  
   
Pager _________________ E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________ 
 
I can be reached at work __________Yes   __________ No    Work Hours __________________ 
 
Total years of experience _______ Slow Pitch _______ Fast Pitch _______ Both __________ 
 
I understand that all Metro Omaha Softball umpires are "independent contractors."  
  
Umpire Signature _______________________________________ Date ____________ 
 
Office use only  
 

MOS Received By Date: Check Number/Amount  Cash/Amount  
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Umpire Availability-to-Work Information 
Sunday April 18  – Wednesday June 2 

This information must be returned to the MOS Office by Thursday, April 1 
 

Umpires schedules will be available at the MOS Office –April 14-15-16—9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
2nd session availability form will be ready when you pick up your schedule for the 1st session 

 
Name _________________________________ Years Experience _______ 

April  
Sun 18 ______  Start Time ______   
Mon 19 ______                        Mark an "X" by each date you are available to work 
Tue 20 ______                          Youth Fast Pitch starts on May 3rd 
Wed 21 ______ 
Thurs 22 ______ 
Fri 23 ______   
Sat 24 ______     Start time _______    
Sun  25 ______      Start Time _______    Prefer to work   South ______   North ________ 
Mon  26 ______ 
Tue 27 ______          
Wed       28 ______ 
Thurs      29 ______ 
Fri             30 ______ 
May  
Sat 1 _______  Start Time _______    
Sun 2 _______    Start Time _______   Prefer to work  
Mon 3 _______                       Adult Slow Pitch ________  Open Slow Pitch ________ 
Tue 4 _______                      Adult Fast Pitch ________  Youth Fast Pitch ________ 
Wed 5 _______      
Thurs 6 _______                          NOTE: Start time for Sunday required 
Fri 7 _______     
Sat 8 _______     Start Time _______   
Sun 9 _______        Start Time _______ 
Mon 10 ______           Available to work Girls' Rainbow Fast Pitch League   
                                                                           Friday Night ____Saturday a.m.__   Tues ___ Wed __ Thursday ____ 
Tue 11 ______                  
Wed 12 ______        
Thurs  13 ______                
Fri 14 ______     
Sat 15 ______                  Start Time _______ 
Sun  16 ______    Start Time _______   
Mon 17 ______     
Tue  18 ______                  
Wed 19 ______        
Thurs 20 ______          
Fri 21 ______       
Sat 22 ______        
Sun 23 ______           
Mon 24 ______   
Tue 25 ______   
Wed 26 ______      
Thurs 27 ______    
Fri 28 ______  Memorial Day Holiday – No League Games 
Sat 29 ______                 Memorial Day Holiday – No League Games 
Sun 30 ______     Memorial Day Holiday – No League Games 
Mon  31 ______     Memorial Day Holiday – No League Games 
June  
Tue  1 _______   
Wed 2 _______    
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Umpire Availability-to-Work Information 
Thursday June 3-Monday July 12 

This information must be returned to the MOS Office by Thursday, May 6 
 

Umpires schedules will be available at the MOS Office –May 19-20-21 —9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
3rd session availability form will be ready when you pick up your schedule for the 2nd session 

 
  Name _________________________________   Years Experience _______ 
 

June     
Thurs 3 _______         Mark an "X" by each date you are available to work 
Fri 4 _______        
Sat 5 _______      Start Time _______     
Sun   6 _______      Start Time _______         
Mon  7 _______      
Tue 8 _______         

Prefer to work   South ______       North ________ 
 

Wed  9 ______                                              Prefer to work  
Thurs  10 ______               Adult Slow Pitch ________  Open Slow Pitch ________ 
Fri 11 ______              Adult Fast Pitch ________  Youth Fast Pitch ________ 
Sat 12 ______      Start Time _______         Note: Youth Fast Pitch Play will be completed on July 16 
Sun 13 ______       Start Time _______   

                                        NOTE: Start time for Sunday required 
Mon 14_______     
Tue 15 ______                
Wed 16 ______      
Thurs 17 ______       
Fri 18 ______                                                               Available to work Girls' Rainbow Fast Pitch League 
                                                                                       Friday Night ___ Saturday a.m. ___ Tues __Wed ___ Thursday ____ 
Sat 19 ______       Start Time _______ 
Sun 20 ______        Start Time _______   
Mon 21 ______         
Tue 22 ______       
Wed 23 ______         
Thurs  24 ______ 
Fri 25 ______ 
Sat  26 ______     Start Time _______         
Sun 27 ______    Start Time _______ 
Mon  28 ______  
Tue  29 ______      
Wed        30 ______ 
July    
Thurs 1 _______     
Fri 2 _______                 Independence Day Holiday – No League Games 
Sat 3 _______  Independence Day Holiday – No League Games  
Sun 4 _______  Independence Day Holiday – No League Games 
Mon 5 _______   
Tue  6 _______                  
Wed       7 _______                 
Thurs 8 _______       
Fri     9 _______      
Sat 10 ______         Start Time _______   
Sun 11 ______       Start Time _______                        
Mon 12 ______      
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Umpire Availability-to-Work Information 
Tuesday July 13– Friday Aug. 20 

This information must be returned to the MOS Office by Friday, June 25  
 

Umpires schedules will be available at the MOS Office –July -7-8-9 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 

  Name _________________________________   Years Experience _______ 
July    
     
    
  
Tue 13 _______       
Wed 14 _______                            Prefer to work   South ______       North ________ 
Thurs 15 ______ _     
Fri 16 _______           Prefer to work  
Sat 17 _______              Adult Slow Pitch ________  Open Slow Pitch ________ 
Sun  18 _______    Start Time _______        Youth Fast Pitch ________           Adult Fast Pitch ________   
Mon  19 _______                                          Note: Youth Fast Pitch Play will be completed on July 16 
 
Tue  20 _______                              NOTE: Start time for Sunday required 
Wed 21 _______    
Thurs 22 _______             Tuesday a.m. morning Industrial Slow Pitch League 
Fri 23 _______  
Sat 24 _______       Start Time 
Sun 25 _______      Start Time _______    
Mon 26 _______       
Tue  27 _______            
Wed   28 _______       
Thurs 29 _______       
Fri 30 _______     
Sat           31 _______  
August  
         
Sun 1 ________               Start Time _______ 
Mon 2 ________  
Tue 3 ________                
Wed 4 ________     
Thurs 5 ________     
Fri 6 ________   
Sat 7 ________     
Sun 8 ________               Start Time _______ 
Mon  9 ________     
Tue  10 _______      
Wed  11 _______  
Thurs 12 _______    
Fri 13 _______   
Sat 14 _______     
Sun  15 _______               Start Time _______ 
Mon 16 _______ 
Tue 17 _______                
Wed 18 _______        
Thurs  19 _______ 
Fri 20 _______ 


